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LETTER,  &c. 


Dear  Sir 


O  U  fay  that  you  have  heard  home  reports 


of  the  late  proceedings  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety  of  Crane-Court,  which  appear  very  difgrace- 
ful  to  the  members  of  it;  and  as  you  wifh  to  be  in¬ 
formed  how  the  cafe  (lands,  I  (hall  take  the 
liberty  to  lay  before  you  every  thing  that  has  oc¬ 
curred,  with  its  concomitant  circum (lances,  that 
you  may  form  a  true  opinion  of  this  affair,  and  not 
be  influenced  by  vague  reports  or  bold  alfertions 
made  by  either  party  without  proof ;  which  are  often 
the  mere  effuhons  of  paffion,  or  dictated  only  by 
interefted  motives. 

On  Tuefday,  the  id  of  June,  a  vacancy  happened 
for  a  Phyfician  to  the  London- Hofpital,  by  the 
death  of  Dr.  Dickson;  and  Dr.  Wiiitehead, 
Prefident  of  the  Medical  Society,  and  Dr.  Cooke, 
another  Member  of  it,  immediately  appeared  com¬ 
petitors  for  the  prize.  At  this  period  there  was  no 
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difference,  fo  far  as  I  can  learn,  between  Dr. 
Whitehead  and  the  Society;  but  five  or  fix 
young  men,  members  of  the  fame  lociety  entered 
the  lifts  as  Dr.  Cooke's  particular  friends,  and  form¬ 
ed  a  part  of  the  committee  for  conducing  his  elec¬ 
tion.  This,  to  fay  the  beft  of  it  was  imprudent,  if  the 
members  wifhed  to  promote  harmony  with  each 
other  ;  becaufe  it  naturally  laid  a  foundation  forjea- 
loufies  and  divifions ;  and  thefe  were  much  increafed 
by  a  very  illiberal  paragraph  inferred  in  a  morning 
paper,  highly  refle&ing  on  Dr.  Whitehad,  and 
which  was  the  firft  commencement  of  paper  war 
or  difpute.  Things  were  in  this  fituation  when  Dr. 

,  Woodville,  one  of  the  fecretaries,  wrote  the 
following  letter  addreffed  to  Dr.  Whitehead. 

“  Sir, 

As  a  motion  will  this  evening  come  before  the 
Medical  Society,  in  which  you  are  particularly 
concerned,  I  have  to  apprife  you  of  the  fame,  tha* 
you  may  attend  accordingly. 

Wm.  Woodville,  Sec." 

It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  this  has  no  appear¬ 
ance  of  a  private  letter  of  information  in  any  part 
of  it,  but  carries  the  face  of  being  official,  and  by 
order  of  the  fociety.  In  this  light  Dr.  White- 
head  feems  to  have  viewed  it.  It  is  obvious 
likewife  that  this  letter  was  defignediy  calculated  to 
exprefs  nothing  certain,  but  to  alarm  the  Do&or's 

1  mind 
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Itiind  with  an  apprehenfion  that  fomething  injurious 
to  his  intereft  as  a  candidate  for  the  London-Hof- 
pital  was  in  agitation  againft  him.  And  the  fhort 
time  allowed  him  to  confider  an  affair  fo  totally 
unexpeXed ;  the  impoffibility  to  confult  a  friend ; 
and  his  knowledge  that  the  yriter  of  the  letter 
and  his  connexions  in  the  fociety  were  a  part  of 
the  committee  for  conducing  Dr.  Cooke's  elec* 
tion,  were  circumdances  which  naturally  tended 
to  increafe  his  apprehenfions  of  a  deep  laid  plan  to 
injure  him  in  his  eleXion.  It  is  natural  to  fup* 
pofe  that  Dr.  Whitehead  muff  have  found  him- 
felf  much  embarraffed  in  the  fituation  in  which  he 
flood,  and  have  felt  the  impreffions  of  refentment 
at  fuch  an  illiberal  attempt  to  injure  him,  without 
having  the  lead  pretence  for  a  charge  againft 
him,  as  they  themfelves  have  in  faX  fince  ac¬ 
knowledged.  In  this  date  of  embarraffment,  and 
apprehending  the  fecretary’s  letter  to  be  official,  he 
wrote  the  following  hady  letter  of  refignation,,  a 
copy  of  which  I  have  procured. 

“  To  the  Medical  Society . 

<c  As  1  have  hadfome  reafons  to  believe  that  the 
members  of  the  Medical  Society  have  very  impro¬ 
perly  made  themfelves  parties  in  the  prefcnt  can- 
vafs  for  a  Phylician  to  the  London-Hofpital,  and 
have  aXed  againd  me  on  the  meaned  and  mod  il¬ 
liberal  principles ;  I  take  this  opportunity  to  de¬ 
clare 
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dare  that  I  do  not  confider  myfelf  a  member  of 
the  faid  fociety, 

c<  This  is  no  new  or  fudden  refolution.  I  have 
perceived,  for  fome  time,  with  great  concern,  that 
fever al  members  feemed  more  difpofed  to  make  the  meet¬ 
ing  a  cabal  of  parties  than  a  means  of  promoting 
ufeful  knowledge;  and  have  therefore  intended 
for  fome  time,  if  this  mode  of  condu&ing  the 
fociety  fhould  continue,  to  withdraw  myfelf 
from  it* 

I  am,  See. 

Devonfiiire-ftreet,  John  Whitehead/' 

June  2 2d, 

by  miftake  written  21ft. 

Dr.  Whitehead  himfelf  has  acknowledged  that 
the  writing  of  this  letter  was  a  wrong  meafure.  He 
means,  I  fuppofe,  in  point  of  prudence,  not  of 
criminality.  For  however  well  grounded  his  fuf- 
picions  were,  yet  it  certainly  was  imprudent  to 
mention  them  in  fo  critical  a  moment ;  and  Dr. 
W  hitehead  would  have  feen  the  fubjeH  in  this 
point  of  light  had  there  been  more  time  to  have 
recovered  from  his  furprife. 

In  this  letter  the  Do6lor  fays,  “  He  had  fome 
reafons  to  believe  the  members  of  the  Medical  So¬ 
ciety,  Sec. — You  will  doubtlefs  fay  there  is  no 

charge 
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(charge  here  againft  the  fociety  ;  the  fentence  re¬ 
lates  more  to  the  hate  of  the  Do&or’s  mind  than  to 
the  fociety,  and  expreffes  only  his  fufpicions  for 
which  he  thought  he  had  fome  reafons.  But  I 
muft  inform  you,  that  by  the  <c  Members  of  the 
Medical  Society/’  he  declares  that  he  did  not 
mean  or  intend  all  the  members  of  it.  The  letter 
■was  written  in  a  hurry,  and  the  exprehion  doubtlefs 
is  inaccurate;  but  he  contends  that  it  is  explained 
in  the  latter  paragraph,  where  it  is  confined  to 
feveral  members  only.  And  you  will  eafily  fee 
that  a  very  little  candour  would  have  underhood 
it  in  that  light. 

The  proceedings  of  the  fociety  upon  the  Doe^ 
tor’s  letter,  you  will  find  detailed  in  the  following 
Cl  true  fiate  of  fa6ts”  publifhed  by  the  DoQor; 
where  the  obvious  motives  of  their  proceeding  are 
like  wife  pointed  out. 

»  • f  r  *  *  ’  *  **  J 

“A  true  State  of  Fails' relative  to  the  Conduct 
of  fome  of  Dr.  Cooke’s  Committee  who 
are  Members  of  the  Medical  Society . 

“  The  Medical  Society  of  which  I  here  fpeak  is  that 
which  fome  years  ago  had  the  misfortune  to  fall  into 
the  moft  violent  party  dilputes  which  very  nearly 
cjehroyed  the  fociety;  fo  that  we  have  fometimes 
not  colleded  fix  members  together  to  make  a 
meeting  once  a  month.  Of  •■late  feveral  young  men 

have 
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" 

have  been  admitted  of  this  fociety;  and  thefe  young 
men,  I  underhand,  now  form  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  committee  for  condublingDr.  Cooke's  elec¬ 
tion.  Before  their  admiflion  all  party  difputes  had 
fubfided  amongft  the  old  members  that  remained, 
and  it  appears  that  they  were  ignorant  of  the  defigns 
of  the  party  in  the  prefent  tranfaflion.  I  knew  not, 
indeed,  but  that,  as  a  member  of  the  Medical 
Society,  I  flood  on  terms  of  friendfhip  with  every 
member  of  it,  having  always  conformed  to  its  re¬ 
gulations,  and  endeavoured  to  promote  its  ufefulnefs 
to  the  utmoll  of  my  abilities.  Let  any  one  judge 
then  of  the  allonifhment  I  was  under  on  receiving 
the  following  apparently  official  letter  from  one  of 
the  fecretaries. 

'  •  r  •  % 

“  Sir, 

“  As  a  motion  will  this  evening  come  before  the 

Medical  Society  in  which  you  are  particularly 
<c  concerned,  1  have  to  apprize  you  of  the  fame 
i:  that  you  may  attend  accordingly. 

“  Tuefday  morning. 

“  Wm,  Woodvili.e,  Sec.?' 

t 

v<  This  letter  I  received  on  the  2 2d  of  the  6th 
month  (June).  It  was  put  into  my  hands  by  Dr. 
W  ooDviiLE  himfclf  at  the  fale  of  Dr.  Dickson’s 
hooks,  about  three  hours,  I  believe,  before  the 
focietv  was  to  meet  and  the  motion  to  be  made. 

“  Confident 


u  Confident  of  my  own  innocence,  and  that  no 
part  of  my  conduct  was  obnoxious  to  cenfure;  and 
knowing  the  difpofition  of  the  perfons  concerned  in 
the  intended  motion;  that  they  were  on  Dr. 
Cooke's  committee  and  formed  a  confiderable  part 
of  the  members  that  ufiially  attend  the  meetings  of 
the  fociety;  I  confidered  the  affair  as  a  pre-con¬ 
certed  plan  to  do  me  an  injury  in  my  election,  and 
that  thefe  young  men  were  going  to  introduce  the 
like  party  difputes  and  cabals  which  had  once  before 
nearly  dedroyed  the  fociety;  I  therefore  thought 
it  bell  to  withdraw  myfelf  from  them,  and  imme¬ 
diately  wrote  a  letter  of  refignation,  aligning 
for  a  reafon  that  they  had  aHed  againd  me  on  the 
mod  illiberal  principles,  and  that  “  ftveral  members 
“  feemed  more  difpofed  to  make  the  meeting  a  cabal  of 
“  parties ,  than  a  means  of  promoting  iifeful  knowledge *" 

“  Any  man  who  will  make  the  cafe  his  own,  will 
eafily  conceive  that  I  mud  have  felt  myfelf  much 
hurt  at  fo  unjuft  an  attack  upon  me  in  the  midd  of 
my  canvafs,  by  the  members  of  Dr.  Cooke's 
committee  for  conducing  his  ele&ion,  and  without 
the  lead  provocation  given  them.  Under  thefe 
impreflions  the  above-mentioned  letter  was  written, 
which  I  confider  as  a  wrong  meafure.  Had  more 
time  been  given  me  for  confideration,  I  certainly 
diould  not  have  written  at  all;  but  either  have  gone 
to  the  meeting  and  demanded  an  explanation  of 
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the  grounds  of  their  intended  motion,  or  have  left 
them  to  purfue  their  intended  meafures. 

“  Two  days  after,  that  is  on  the  the  24th,  they 
met  again,  when  the  whole  party  were  together  and 
one  of  them  in  the  chair.  They  now  determined 
not  to  accept  of  my  letter  of  refignation.  It  was 
urged  againft  this,  that  they  had  no  law  to  prevent 
it,  and  the  conftant  ufage  of  the  fociety  was  againft 
them  in  this  cafe.  The  reply,  I  am  told,  was,  if 
we  have  no  law  to  prevent  his  refignation,  we  will 
make  one  for  the  purpofe;  he  fhall  not  refign,  we 
will  expel  him. 

sc  Immediately  after  this  motion  had  paffed  in  a 
meeting  of  about  eight  members  of  the  fociety,  and 
before  it  was  confirmed  at  a  fubfequent  meeting, 
the  fame  party  were  aftiduous  in  whifpering  among 
the  Governors,  that  fomething  was  very  bad  in  the 
conduft  of  Dr.  Whitehead,  and  that  the  Medical 
Society  had  expelled  him;  though  the  whole  was 
the  tranfaftion  of  a  party,  in  the  manner  I  have 
now  defcribed. 

•  *  \  * 

“  They  founded  the  motion  of  expulfon  on  the 
reafons  I  affigned  for  withdrawing  myfelf,  and 
exprefted  in  the  letter  of  refignation;  alledging  that 
I  had  falfely  charged  the  fociety  with  being  a  cabal 
of  parties.  But  this  is  a  perfehl  abufe  of  my  words  : 

I  faid  only  that,  “  fome  members  feemed  difpofed  to  make 

“  it 


[  »  3 

“  it  Jo ”  And  thcfe  expreffions,  occafioned  by  their 
unprovoked  attack  on  my  character,  and  thus  a- 
bufed  to  ferve  a  party  purpofe,  have  been  made  the 
ground  and  only  pretence  of  thefe  violent  proceed¬ 
ings  againft  me  :  but  the  following  fa£ts  will  clearly 
demonftrate  that  thefe  expreffions  were  well  founded. 

“  Through  the  whole  of  this  tranfa&ion  no  men¬ 
tion  was  made  of  the  intended  motion  againft  me,  of 
which  the  fecretary  wrote  me  official  notice  on  the 
2 2d,  and  which  was  the  caufe  of  my  letter  of  refig- 
nation.  I  am  now  told,  that  the  fecretary  had  no 
orders  to  write  me  that  letter;  and  that  the  fociety, 
as  a  body,  were  ignorant  of  it,  and  confequently 
of  any  hoflile  intention  againft  me.  The  origin 
of  this  affair  therefore,  has  not  been  the  act  of  the 
fociety  but  of  the  members  who  form  a  part  of  Dr. 
Cooke's  committee.  This  explains  the  whole  tran- 
faflion,  and  puts  their  conduct  in  a  moft  ungenerous 
light  indeed!  It  now  appears  to  have  been  a 
contrivance  of  thefe  members  of  Dr.  Cooke's 
committee,  that  the  fecretary  of  the  fociety  fhould 
write  me  the  letter  I  have  inferted  above,  apparently 
by  order  of  the  fociety,  which  being  a  wanton  and 
unprovoked  attack  upon  me,  they  conjeflured 
might  produce  a  variance  between  me  and  the 
fociety,  of  which  they  hoped  to  avail  themfelves  at 
the  prefent  juncture.  And  if  this  be  not  a  difpofition 
to  make  the  meetings  of  the  fociety  a  cabal  of  parties, 
l  wiffi  to  be  informed  what  is. 

B  2  “  It 
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li  Itmuftbe  obferved  that  the  motion  of  expul- 
fion  was  made  after  I  had  refigned  and  declared  my- 
felf  no  longer  a  member  of  the  fociety;  and  of  this 
proceeding  they  gave  me  not  the  leaft  official  notice. 
Nay  eight  days  after  this  motion  had  been  made, 
and  four  days  before  it  was  to  be  confirmed,  I 
received  a  notice  of  their  meeting  in  the  ufual  form, 
as  though  nothing  was  in  agitation  againft  me.  Nor 
have  they  to  this  hour  fent  me  any  notice  of  the 
fteps  they  have  taken  againft  me. 

“  Let  us  take  a  view  of  this  bufinefs.  The  fecret? 
ary  of  the  fociety,  in  his  official  capacity,  writes  a 
letter  to  the  prefident,  giving  him  notice  of  an  intend? 
ed  motion  againft  him,  without  any  order  fromthe 
fociety  fo  to  do,  without  their  knowledge  of  it,  and 
without  any  ground  for  a  complaint  againft  him  in 
any  part  of  his  conduft: ;  and  this  purely  with  a  view 
to  make  a  breach  between  them.  The  prefident 
thinking  himfelf  ill  ufed  by  a  party  in  the  fociety, 
haftily  refigns  and  declares  himfelf  no  longer  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  it.- — They  refufe  his  refignation,  contrary  to 
the  laws  and  ufage  of  the  fociety;  they  exhihit  a  faife 
charge  againft  him,  become  foie  judges  in  the  vari¬ 
ance  they  had  artfully  produced,  make  a  motion  of 
expuffion  in  a  meeting  of  the  fociety  of  about  eight 
members,  after  he  had  ceafed  to  be  a  member,  and 
conceal  thefe  proceedings  from  him — and  this  is 
done  in  the  midft  of  my  canvafs,  by  a  part  of  Dr. 
Cooke’s  committee  for  conducing  his  ele&ion, 

evidently 


C  *3  ] 

evidently  with  a  view  to  injure  my  charaCier  and 
impofe  on  the  Governors  of  the  Hofpital,  merely 
by  the  found  of  the  word  expulfion. — This  is  a 
true  ftate  of  this  affair,  fo  far  as  I  know  it,  or  can 
get  information  of  it,  and  I  leave  every  man  to 
form  his  own  opinion  of  this  electioneering  trick, 
fo  contrary  to  every  principle  of  honour  and 
juftice. 

“  My  moral  conduct  has  been  ftampt  with  the 
approbation  of  twenty  years  public  trial ;  and  the 
prefent  proceedings  againft  me  are  now  fairly  and 
candidly  laid  before  the  public  ;  and  on  the  good 
fenfe,  candour,  and  integrity  of  the  Governors 
of  the  London-Hofpital,  I  cheerfully  reft  the 
iffue,  not  doubting  but  on  the  day  of  eleCtion 
they  will  fhew  their  difapprobation  of  fuch  nefarious 
practices. 

7th  month  (July)  2  2d,  T 

*  oJ  Tohn  Whitehead. 

1784.  J 

This  State  of  FaCts  was  not  circulated  till  two 
days  before  the  election,  that  is  on  Monday 
fuly  26;  and  on  Tuefday  the  27th  it  was  inferted 
in  the  Gazetteer  and  New  Daily-Advertifer. 
The  reafon  of  the  delay,  it  is  faid,  was  this,  that 
Dr.  Whitehead  having  received  no  official  in¬ 
formation  of  his  expulfion,  his  friends  were  in 
doubt  how  far  he  would  be  juftified  in  publifhing 
it  merely  upon  report.  But  as  he  might  naturally 

expeS 
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expe£l  every  day  to  be  officially  informed  of  it, 
they  thought  that  he  ought  to  wait  as  long  as  pof- 
fible  for  fuch  information  ;  and  in  cafe  he  did  not 
receive  it,  the  report  being  univerfally  propa- 
gated,  he  would  be  juftified  in  defending  himfelf 
againft  the  general  rumour  to  his  prejudice. 

I 

This  turned  out  to  Dr.  Whitehead’s  difad- 
vantage.  For  on  the  morning  of  the  eleftion  the 
following  paper,  in  the  form  of  a  hand-bill,  called 
a  State  of  Fadls  relative  to  Dr.  Whitehead’s  ex- 
pulfion,  was  handed  about  in  the  city  with  all  the 
expedition  imaginable  ;  it  was  read  publicly  at  the 
Coal-Exchange,  ftuck  up  in  the  hair-cafe  at  the 
Hofpitai,  handed  to  the  Governors  as  they  entered, 
and  inferted  in  one  of  the  daily  papers. 

C£  A  State  of  Faffs  relative  to  Dr .  White? 
head’s  Fxpuljion  from  the  Medical  Society, 

ct  Dr.  Whitehead  having  in  a  circular  letter, 
addreffed  to  the  Governors  of  the  London-Hof- 
pital,  mentioned  my  name,  together  with  that  of 
the  Medical  Society  of  London,  in  a  very  im¬ 
proper  manner,  a  regard  to  truth  and  to  the  repu^ 
tation  of  the  focietv  obliges  me  to  hate  fome  of 
the  many  mifreprefentations  contained  therein. 

t  ’  Y  -f 

<c  In  his  letter  dated  the  13th  of  July,  but  not 
circulated  till  the  day  before  the  eleflion  of  a 
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phyfician  to  that  Hofpital,  for  the  obvious  purpofe 
of  not  allowing  time  for  a  refutation  from  the 
fociety  before  that  event  fhould  take  place.  Dr. 
Whitehead  obferves,  that  Dr.  Cooke  and  a 
number  of  other  young  men  have  lately  been 
admitted  members  of  the  fociety.  Now,  unfor¬ 
tunately  for  Dr.  Whitehead,  a  curious  remark 
occurs  here,  that,  of  all  the  young  men,  the 
DoQor  himfelf  proves  to  be  the  youngeft  in  the 
ftudy  of  medicine.  In  the  following  letter,  written 
and  delivered  to  Dr.  Whitehead  by  me,  none 
but  a  guilty  perfon  could  find  a  charge. 

“  Sir,  ' 

<£  As  a  motion  will  this  evening  come  before  the 
Medical  Society,  in  which  you  are  particularly 
concerned,  I  have  to  apprize  you  of  the  fame, 
that  you  may  attend  accordingly. 

William  Woodville,  Sec. 

Tuefday  Morning. 

<£  My  intention  in  writing  the  above  was  merely 
to  acquaint  Dr.  Whitehead,  that  it  was  my 
defign  to  take  the  fenfe  of  the  fociety  how  far  he 
was  warranted  in  publifhing  their  minutes  without 
their  knowledge  or  confent ;  but,  inflead  of  avail¬ 
ing  himfelf  of  this  candid  notice  to  attend  and 
learn  the  purport  of  the  intended  motion,  he  wrote 
a  letter  to  the  fociety  of  fo  extraordinary  a  nature, 
that  they  thought  proper  to  call  a  fpecial  meeting 
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for  the  purpofe  of  taking  it  into  confideration. 
Of  this  the  fociety  gave  him  official  notice,  a  fa£l 
which  Dr.  Whitehead  has  denied:-  I  have  there¬ 
fore  copied  the  letter  fent  him  by  the  fecretary. 

u  To  Dr.  Whitehead. 
tc  Sir,  *  * 

4i  I  am  ordered,  by  the  Medical  Society,  to  re- 
quell  your  attendance  at  Crane-Court,  on  Thurfday 
the  24th  Inltant,  at  the  ufual  hour;  as  they  are  of 
opinion  that  no  member  can  withdraw  himfelffrom 
their  body,  without  the  confent  of  the  majority  of 
the  members  who  compofe  it.  They  conceive 
that  fome  vague  report  or  ill  grounded  conjeQure 
only  could  have  di&ated  the  letter  you  addreffed 
to  them  at  their  lad  meeting ;  and,  in  order  that 
their  refolutions  refpeHing  this  matter  may  be 
marked  with  juftice  and  founded  on  the  balls  of 
truth,  wiffi  to  learn  from  you,  viva  voce,  every 
circumltancc  that  can  tend  to  a  full  elucidation. 

I  am,  Sir,  &c. 

June  23,  1784.  Willi  am  Hamilton,  Sec. 

“  To  this  Dr.  Whitehead  made  no  reply  either 
in  perfon  or  by  letter. — The  fociety  having  met 
in  greater  numbers  than  ufual,  and  confidering  his 
prefent  filence  as  contemptuous,  and  his  former 
letter  as  fraught  with  falfehood  and  infult,  came, 
rum.  con ,  to  the  following  refolutions. 


I.  Refolved, 
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<£  I.  Refolved,  That  Dr.  Whitehead,  in  his 
letter  of  June  21,  addreffed  to  the  Medical  Soci¬ 
ety,  has  uttered  a  notorious  falfehood,  in  faying 
that  a  cabal  of  parties  exifts  in  the  fociety. 

“  II.  Refolved,That  in  confequence  of  the  fame 
and  other  contemptuous  behaviour,  he  be  expelled 
the  faid  fociety. 

✓  * 

V  »  1  t  J  f  *  > 

“  Thefe  refolutions,  from  motives  of  delicacy  to 
Dr.  Whitehead  in  his  prefent  fituation,  were 
never  made  public. 

Will  1  a  M  W OODVILLE, 
Correfpondent  Secretary. 

“  We  think  proper,  from  the  charge  in  Dr. 
Whitehead's  letter  againft  the  Medical  Society, 
to  declare,  that  the  ele&ion  of  Phyfician  to  the 
London  Hofpifal  has  never  been  brought  before 
the  Medical  Society  dire&ly  or  indircQly  and 
that,  long  before  and  fmce  Dr.  Whitehead’s 
admiflion  into  the  Society,  no  cabal  or  difpute  has 
ever  arifen. 

J.  C.  Lettsom,  Frcfidcnt. 

July  27.  James  Sims,  Librarian. 

Wm.H  amilton,  Secretary,” 

This  paper  coming  fo  fuadenly  upon  the  Go- 
vernorsj  at  the  very  moment  of  the  elc£lion,  greatly 
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furprifed  them.  They  had  no  time  to  confider  it, 
or  to  compare  the  adertions  it  contains  with 
other  circumdances.  They  ballotted  therefore 
under  the  impreflions  of  the  moment ;  and  the 
friends  of  Dr.  Whitehead,  feeing  the  name  of 
Dr.  Lettsom  at  the  bottom  of  it,  who  has  acquired 
confiderable  reputation  as  a  practitioner,  and  gene¬ 
rally  been  confidered  as  Dr.  Wh  it e head's  friend, 
they  were  greatly  daggered,  without  an  opportunity 
of  acquiring  fatisfaBory  information  on  the  fub- 
jeB.  This  was  very  injurious  to  Dr.  White- 
head’s  intereft,  feveral  of  whofe  friends  came  to 
town  intending  to  ballot  for  him,  and  returned 
without  going  to  the  Hofpital.  But  notwithdand- 
ing  all  thefe  efforts  to  injure  him,  he  gained  a 
majority  of  one  upon  the  ballot. 

*  '  \ 

\  ? 4  if  4  v  f  • 

You  have  now  all  the  papers  on  this  fubjeB, 
both  written  and  printed,  laid  before  you  verbatim, 
with  their  dates.  You  fee  the  origin  and  progrefs 
of  the  affair,  and  you  will  form  your  opinion  with* 
certainty  on  the  whole  bufinefs.  And  I  doubt 
not,  dear  Sir,  but  your  honed  and  generous  mind 
will  feel  refentment  at  the  proceedings  of  the 
Medical  Society,  which  I  think  will  appear  to  you, 
as  they  do  to  me  and  many  others,  difgraccful  to 
the  profedion  of  phyfic. 

Thefe  feel  ings  will  dill  be  heightened,  it  you 
turn  your  attention  to  fome  adertions  contained 
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\  - 

in  the  above  paper,  figned  by  the  fecretaries  and 
by  Dr.  Lettsom. 

In  the  firft  paragraph  it  is  faid,  “  of  all  the 
ct  young  men  (in  the  fociety)  the  do6lor  himfelf 
“  proves  to  be  the  youngeft  in  the  ftudy  of  medi- 
“  cine.”  But  this  aflertion  is  fo  dire&ly  contrary 
to  the  dates  when  they  began  to  attend  public 
places  for  medical  inftru&ion,  and  when  they  en¬ 
tered  at  the  univerfity,  that  till  well-attefted  proof 
of  it  appears,  you  may  put  it  down  at  the  head  of 
the  following  lift  of  mifreprefentations. 

In  the  third  paragraph  Dr.  Woodville  tells 
us,  that  Dr,  Whitehead  has  denied  having  any 
official  notice  of  the  fpecial  meeting  called  to  take 
his  letter  of  refignation  into  confideration,  and  he 
inferts  Dr.  Hamilton's  letter  to  convifl  the 
Do£lor  of  falfehood. 

I  fliould  like  to  be  informed  where  Dr.  White¬ 
head  has  denied  having  any  notice  of  this  meet¬ 
ing.  I  have  examined  the  True  State  ofFafls,  but 
cannot  find  the  place :  and  though  I  know  you 
have  great  ingenuity  and  acutenels  of  parts,  yet  I 
do  not  believe  you  will  be  able  to  point  it  out. 
The  Do&or  fays  they  had  given  him  no  notice 
of  the  motion  of  expulfion ,  nor  of  the  charge  on 
which  it  was  founded.  Nor  can  I  learn  that  he 
had  any  certain  knowledge  what  the  motions  again!! 

C  2  .  him 
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him  were,  till  he  Taw  them  in  print  at  the  London- 
Hofpital  on  the  day  of  ele&ion.  Bat  he  fays 
nothing  in  his“  State  of  Fa&s"  whether  he  had  or 
had  not  received  notice  of  their  meeting  on  the 
24th  of  June,  to  take  his  letter  to  the  Society 
into  confideration. 

What  will  you  fay  then  of  a  man  who  has  the 
affurance  to  publifh  a  mifreprefentation  which  every 
man  who  has  Dr.  Whitehead's  State  of  Fa6ts  in 
his  hand  can  fully  refute  ?  And  I  apprehend  that 
it  will  not  increafe  your  good  opinion  of  Dr. 
Lettsom  when  you  fee  his  name  figned  to  a  paper 
containing  fuch  notorious  untruths  again  ft  an  old 
friend,  and  calculated  merely  to  a6l  on  the  minds 
of  the  public  for  a  few  hours  only,  to  do  him  an 
injury,  and  ferve  a  party  purpofe. 

Dr.  Woodville  fays,  his  intention  in  writing 
to  Dr.  Whitehead  on  the  2 2d  of  June,  was 
merely  to  acquaint  him  of  his  defign  to  take  the 
fenfe  of  the  fociety  how  far  Dr.  Whitehead 
was  warranted  to  publifh  their  minutes  without  their 
knowledge  or  confent.  But  after  what  you  have 
read  above,  you  will  not  be  much  difpofed  to 
admit  Dr.  Wood vi lle’s  affertion  without  proof. 
And  here  you  muft  judge  from  probabilities. 
Read  his  letter— “A  motion  will  this  evening  come, 
&c.—~ I  have  to  apprife  you  of  the  fame — Wil¬ 
liam  Woodville,  Secretary. — I  fhall  wifh  to 

1  ,  have 
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have  your  opinion  whether  thefe  are  the  marks  of 
a  private  letter  from  an  individual,  or  of  official 
notice.  I  affure  you,  we  in  town  are  decidedly  of 
opinion,  that  it  bears  the  true  teit  of  official  au¬ 
thority,  in  direft  contradi&ion  to  Dr.  Wood- 
ville’s  affertion.  ' 

But  you  will  alk  what  were  the  minutes  Dr. 
Whitehead  had  publiffied  ?  They  were  thefe : 
l.  That  he  had  been  chofen  Prefident.  2.  That 
they  had  unanimoufly  requehed  him  to  publiffi  the 
difcourfe  he  had  delivered  before  them.  As  to  the 
firft,  the  fociety  had  publiffied  it  on  the  21ft  or 
2  2d  of  January  in  the  public  papers,  and  there¬ 
fore  an  hundred  other  people  might  publiffi  it  if 
they  pleafed.  As  to  the  fecond,  the  minute  con¬ 
taining  fuch  requeft  authorifed  him  to  mention  it 
in  the  title-page  of  the  Diffiertation,  as  is  ufual  in 
fuch  cafes.  Can  you  believe  it  poffible  then  that 
Dr.  Woodville  could  be  fo  abfurd  as  to  intend 
a  motion  on  either  of  thefe  particulars  ?  And  the 
form  of  his  letter  makes  it  hill  lefs  probable  that 
any  fuch  motion  was  intended  by  him. 

Dr.  Woodville’s  letter  to  Dr.  Whitehead 
(it  being  written  without  any  authority)  is  generally 
confidered  here  as  an  abufe  of  office  that  has  few 

9 

examples,  and  which  demands  the  fevereh  cenfure. 
I  cannot  learn  however  that  the  fociety  has  taken 
any  notice  of  it  by  way  of  blame,  but  rather  feem 

difpofed 
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difpofed  to  countenance  him.  You  will  no  doubt 
be  aftonifhed,  and  wifli  to  be  informed  who  arc 
the  members  that  compofe  a  fociety  that  can  pals 
over  fuch  abufes  and  irregularities.  But  of  this  I 
cannot  inform  you  at  prefent ;  four  names  you 
fee  in  the  paper  you  have  read  above. 

The  refolutions  of  the  fociety  refpefting  Dr„ 
Whitehead  are  as  extraordinary  as  any  thing 
you  have  yet  read.  “  Refolved,  that  Dr.  White- 
“  head  has  uttered  a  notorious  falfehood,  in  fay - 
“  ing  that  a  cabal  of  parties  exijls  in  the  fociety  ” — - 
When  I  firft  read  this  refolution,  I  thought  I  mufl 
certainly  have  mifunderftood  Dr.  Whitehead's 
letter  to  the  fociety.  For  I  found  a  difficulty  in 
believing  that  a  fociety  would  enter  words  on  their 
minutes  purely  of  their  own  invention,  and  then 
charge  them  as  a  crime  on  their  Prefident ;  form 
a  motion  of  expulfion  upon  them,  and  afterwards 
publiffi  them.  The  thing  is  almoft  incredible.  I 
therefore  read  his  letter  carefully  over,  again  and 
again,  but  for  the  life  of  me  I  could  not  find  any 
fuch  words  in  it,  as  “  that  a  cabal  of  parties  exifts 
in  the  fociety."  Tprotelt,  faid  1  to  myfelf,  it  is 
fo  :  they  have  invented  words  of  their  own,  then 
charged  Dr.  Whitehead  with  uttering  them, 
and  formed  a  refolution  of  expulfion  upon  them. 
Shocking,  and  incredible  as  it  may  appear,  it  is 
really  true.  I  read  in  the  Doctor's  letter,  that 
“  fever al  members  fecmed  more  difpofed  to  make  the 

meeting 


meeting  a  cabal  of  parties  than  a  means  of  promoting 
ufcful  knowledge but  this  is  totally  different  froni 
faying,  “  that  a  cabal  of  parties  exifs  in  the  fociety.’* 
You  may  be  afTured  I  was  not  a  little  mortified 
and  provoked  ;  thinking  it  better  that  an  indivi¬ 
dual  fhould  be  capable  of  uttering  a  falfehood,  than 
that  a  fociety  fhould  utter  a  known  deliberate 
falfehood,  charge  an  abfent  member  with  it,  enter 
it  on  their  journals,  and  expel  him  for  it.  I  doubt 
not,  dear  Sir,  but  your  honed  zeal  is  already 
kindled  againd  them,  and  your  compadion  excited 
towards  a  man  who  is  expofed  to  fuch  unheard-of 
illiberal  abufe  on  the  very  day  of  his  eleftion, 
when  no  one  had  an  opportunity  of  doing  him 
judice.  But  I  beg  you  to  fupprefs  your  padion, 
to  compofe  yourfelf,  and  condder  that  this  was  not 
an  aft;  of  the  whole  fociety,  but  of  a  party  in  it. 
It  is  true,  you  fee  Dr.  Lett som’s  name  dgned  to 
the  paper  containing  this  refolution  of  the  fociety, 
by  which  he  gives  it  his  fanftion,  and  contributed 
all  in  his  power  to  its  operation  and  edeft  on  the 
day  of  election.  But  I  can  affure  you  there  are 
members  in  that  fociety  who  would  fooner  have 
had  their  right  hand  cut  off  than  have  figned  the 
paper  you  have  read  above.  You  mud  like  wife  at¬ 
tribute  much  to  padion  and  party  zeal  in  thofe  that 
did  fign  it ;  which  certainly  ran  very  high  at  the 
time.  Perhaps,  likewife,  when  the  above  refolu- 
tion  was  made,  the  fociety  might  think  they  had 
a.ccompliihed  what  Dr.  Whitehead  had  faid 
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they  were  only  difpofed  to  effeft:  before ;  and 
therefore  his  words  might  as  well  be  altered  a  little 
to  make  them  correfpondent  to  the  noble  work 
they  had  now  finifhed.  Though  I  confefs  in  this 
cafe,  as  more  than  half  the  work  was  their  own, 
they  ought  at  lead  to  have  taken  half  the  blame  to 
themfelves. 

You  will  no  doubt  be  pleafed  with  their  profef- 
fions  of  delicacy  towards  Dr.  Whitehead  while 
candidate  for  the  London-Hofpital ;  as  it  was  from 
this  motive  they  did  not  publifh  thefe  refolutions 
till  the  very  day  of  ele&ion,  though  they  had 
whifpered  them  every  where  before. 

You  fee  that  I  have  not  fent  you  mere  affertions, 
or  my  own  or  other  peoples  bare  opinion  of  this 
bufinefs.  I  have  laid  before  you  a  true  copy  of 
Dr.  Woodville’s  letter  to  Dr.  Whitehead  ;  of 
his  letter  to  the  fociety  in  confequence  of  it ;  and 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  fociety,  as  publifhed  by 
themfelves,  upon  the  Do&or’s  letter  of  refignation. 
Compare  thefe  carefully  together,  and  you  will 
draw  the  fame  conclufions,  and  form  the  fame  opi¬ 
nion  refpe&ing  this  affair,  that  I  have  done.  You 
will  not  be  impofed  upon  by  bold  affertions,  who¬ 
ever  may  make  them,  having  the  fame  evidence 
to  direfl  your  judgment,  that  any  other  perfbn 
can  have. 
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From  the  papers  laid  before  you  it  appears,  that 
this  unhappy  affair  has  originated  entirely  with 
Dr.  Woodville,  whofe  conduct  has  the  appear¬ 
ance,  at  leaf!:,  of  a  pre-concerted  plan.  How  far 
he  was  aided  and  countenanced  by  his  companions 
on  Dr.  Cooke’s  committee  is  uncertain  ;  but  as  his 
letter  was  clearly  an  electioneering  manoeuvre,  it 
is  not  very  probable  that  he  would  have  hazarded 
fuch  a  conduct  without  the  aid  and  fupport  of 
others. 

It  is  alfo  manifefi:  that  Dr.  Whitehead  wrote 
his  letter  of  refignation  under  a  deception  ;  being 
impofed  upon  by  the  fecretary’s  letter,  apparently 
official.  This  was  an  abufe  of  office  which  it  was 
not  eafy  to  believe  that  any  fecretary  could  be 
capable  of:  and  had  he  not  been  under  the  influ¬ 
ence  of  fuch  a  deception,  it  is  not  probable  that 
the  DoCtor  would  have  mentioned  the  affair  of  his 
election  to  the  fociety,  in  any  way  whatever. 

Mofl  people  here  think  the  conduct  of  Dr. 
Lettsom  very  extraordinary  in  this  bufinefs.  He 
had  given  his  folemn  word  and  promife,  to  Dr. 
Whitehead’s  friends,  at  the  beginning  of  the  can- 
vafs,  that  he  would  not  oppofe  Dr.  Whitehead; 
he  had  given  the  DoCior  a  letter,  with  liberty  to  fhew 
it  to  his  fiiends,  fignifying  that  he  thought  they 
would  aft  very  properly  in  giving  him  their  fupport 
on  the  occafion ;  and  he  had  aCted  under  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  friendfhip  through  the  whole  canvafs. 
Dr.  Whitehead,  on  the  other  hand,  in  defending 
himfelf  againft  the  infult  of  the  Medical  Society, 
had  not  mentioned  Dr.  Lettsom’s  name,  nor  made 
the  moft  diftant  reference  to  him ;  nor  does  it  appear 
that  he  had  any  idea  that  Dr.  Lettsom  was  any  way 
concerned  in  that  bufinefs.  Notwithftanding  this, 
on  the  morning  of  the  election  a  paper  appears 
againft  him,  figned  by  Dr.  Lettsom,  containing 
aftertions  notorioufly  falfe  ;  which  he  knew  were 
falfe  when  he  put  his  name  to  the  paper.  He 
knew  for  inftance,  that  Dr.  Whitehead  was  not 
the  youngeft  of  the  Medical  Society  in  the  ftudy 
of  phyfic  :  that  he  had  not  denied  receiving  notice 
of  the  meeting  of  the  fociety  on  the  24th  of  June, 
as  any  man  may  fee  by  looking  at  the  True  State 
of  Faffs  :  he  knew  alfo,  that  the  refolution  of  the 
Medical  Society  charged  the  Doflor  with  uttering 
words  which  he  never  had  uttered,  as  you  may 
alfo  fee  by  his  letter  to  the  fociety.  Dr.  Lett¬ 
som  could  not  be  ignorant  that  thefe  charges 
againft  Dr.  Whitehead  were  falfe  ;  and  yet  he 
puts  his  name  to  the  paper  containing  them,  with 
a  view  to  induce  the  public,  and  the  Governors 
of  the  Hofpital  in  particular,  to  believe  they  were 
true,  in  order  to  weaken  the  Doftor’s  intereft  on 
the  day  of  eleflion.  All  this  he  did  juft  at  the 
moment  of  the  eleflion  ;  contrary  to  the  moft 
folemn  engagements  before  made  ;  at  the  time  too 
whe#  he  was  making  profeffions  of  friendfliip  to 
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Dr.  Whitehead,  and  addrefling  him  in  private 
under  the  title  of  dear  Doctor,  in  a  letter  which  I 
have  feen.  You  will  fay,  perhaps,  that  if  this  be 
the  condufl  of  Dr.  Lettsom  towards  his  friends , 
heaven  have  mercy  on  his  enemies. — How  his  ene¬ 
mies  come  off,  I  cannot  tell,  I  am  only  defcribing 
his  kindnefs  and  friendfhip  to  one  who,  fo  far  as 
I  can  learn,  had  never  afled  in  a  manner  hodile 
towards  him.  Nor  do  I,  like  fome  of  the  ancients, 
give  you  a  fabulous  indance  of  friendfhip,  too 
great  for  human  nature  to  admit  of,  but  fuch  as 
aDually  took  place  on  the  28th  of  July  lafl  pad, 
under  the  circumftances  above  mentioned,  and 
which  is  frefh  in  the  memory  of  many  hundred 
perfons  in  London.  It  is  poffible,  indeed,  that  if 
fome  poet  fhould  take  it  into  his  head  to  tranfmit 
to  pofterity,  in  fmooth  flowing  verfe,  fo  fingular 
an  inftance  of  amity,  they  might  difbelieve  it,  and 
think  themfelves  wifer  than  we,  who  were  on  the 
foot  and  faw  it. — You,  perhaps,  may  be  fimple 
enough  to  blame  the  Doflor  for  carrying  his  friend¬ 
fhip  fo  far  :  but  I  affure  you  that  fome  things  may 
be  faid  on  his  fide  of  the  queflion.  For  in  the 
frd  place,  he  knew  that  every  body  confidered 
him  as  Dr.  Whitehead's  friend,  and  whatever 
he  fhouid  fign,  whether  true  or  fade,  wovdd  be 
taken  for  truth  itfelf.  He  knew  alfo,  there  would 
be  no  time  to  confider  the  paper  he  figned,  nor 
hardly  to  read  it;  he  was  fenfibie  that  the  fight  of 
his  name,  with  many  of  Dr.  Whiteheads 
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friends,  would  be  fufficient ;  that  alone  would  ope¬ 
rate  for  four  hours,  the  time  of  the  eledlion ;  and 
any  after-fiorm  was  of  little  moment;  an  hundred 
things  might  be  faid  to  evade  the  charge, and  amufe 
the  minds  of  the  people,  without  affirming  ordeny- 
in  gany  thing  alledged  againfl;  him. — You  fee,  there¬ 
fore,  that  much  may  be  faid  in  his  defence,  even 
by  a  weak  advocate ;  and  no  doubt  but  many 
other  things  will  offer  themfelves  to  your  own  mind, 
that  might  be  urged  to  the  fame  purpofe. 

Should  you  inquire  whether  Dr.  Whitehead 
has  taken  any  notice  in  the  public  papers  of  the  pa¬ 
per  (igned  by  Dr.  Lettsom  and  circulated  on  the 
day  of  election,  I  muff  anfwer  in  the  negative.  It 
'  was  Dr.  Lettsom’s  name  only  which  gave  it  credi¬ 
bility  and  effedt ;  and  he  fays  that  he  cannot  mention 
it  in  public  without  faying  fome  things  not  much  to 
the  reputation  of  the  Doflor’s  charafter,  as  a  man  of 
candour  and  veracity ;  and  he  feels  ftrong  objec¬ 
tions  againfl;  doing  this.  He  has  been  under  fome 
obligations  to  Dr.  Lettsom  ;  he  fays  he  feels  their 
influence  on  his  mind,  and  he  profeffes  a  regard 
for  him.  And  though  he  has  not  been  ungrateful 
to  the  Dotlor  in  feveral  inftances,  yet  he  could 
fay  nothing  in  his  own  defence  that  would  not 
refleH  on  the  Doctor’s  conduH  in  the  prefent  affair; 
and  the  ftronger  the  proofs  of  his  juftification,  the 
greater  the  reflexion  would  be  upon  Dr.  Lett¬ 
som  ;  which  might  be  attributed  to  a  want  of 

gratitude 


[29] 

gratitude  in  Dr.  Whitehead,  by  thofe,  who, 
unable  to  avert  the  charge  from  themfelves,  mean 
only  to  amufethe  minds  of  the  public  by  ground* 
lefs  reflexions  upon  others.  How  long  thefe 
motives  may  influence  him  to  keep  filence  I  can¬ 
not  tell. 

Dr.  W h  it  eh  e  ad’s  True  State  of  FaEls  appeared  to 
many  perfons,  on  its  find  publication,  almofi;  incre¬ 
dible  :  but  from  the  whole  evidence  on  both  Tides, 
now  laid  before  you,  and  from  the  extraordinary 
conduX  of  Dr.  Lettsom  and  the  party  conneXed 
with  him,  uttering  and  countenancing  the  mofl 
barefaced  falfehoods  on  the  day  of  eleXion,  that 
ever  were  hazarded  by  men  who  had  any  preten- 
fions  to  decency  or  charaXer,  evidently  {hew  you 
it  was  founded  in  truth.  The  treatment  Dr. 
Whitehead  has  met  with  is  certainly  unexampled 
in  the  city  of  London,  amongft  profeffional  men. 
His  caufe  appears  to  me  to  be  the  caufe  of  huma- 
nity  :  the  interefts  of  civil  focicty  are  conneXed 
with  it.  If  thefe  proceedings  receive  the  fanXion 
of  fuccefs,  there  is  an  end  of  all  decency  and  good 
order  in  fociety  in  general.  Had  he  been  ever 
fo  illiterate  and  improper  for  the  fituation  he  af- 
pired  after  and  has  obtained,  yet  thefe  proceed¬ 
ings  againft  him  could  not  have  been  juflified. 
But  as  his  very  opponents  profefs  to  refpeX  his 
abilities  (and  fome  of  them,  to  my  knowledge,  have 
profited  by  them)  their  conduX  could  only  have 
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proceeded  from  the  meaneft  and  moft  interefted 
motives.  I  cannot  but  hope,  therefore,  that  his 
opponents,  from  a  fenfe  of  decency,  will  be 
afhamed  of  their  caufe  ;  and  that  his  friends,  who 
are  as  refpeblable  as  any  candidate  ever  had,  will 
be  animated  from  motives  of  public  good,  to  fup- 
port  him  againPt  fuch  outrageous  infult. 

If  you  fhould  ever  come  to  London  to  fettle  in 
your  profeffion,  you  will  doubtlefs  be  frightened 
at  the  name  of  a  Medical  Society,  and  fly  from  it 
as  you  would  from  a  heel  trap  laid  on  purpofe  to 
maim  or  deflroy  you.  But  I  muff  corredl  your 
miftake,  and  inform  you  that  there  are  Medical 
Societies  in  London  where  the  proceedings  you 
have  feen  above,  would  have  been  reprobated  in 
the  higheff  degree.  But  after  the  above  fpecimen 
of  the  proceedings  of  the  lociety  in  Crane-Court, 

i 

I  cannot  blame  you,  if  you  are  very  cautious  how 
you  admit  any  thing  for  truth  which  they  may 
publifh  on  a  future  occafion,  whatever  the  fubjetl 
may  be,  efpecially  while  this  party  has  a  majority 
in  it.  Wifhing  you  health  and  happinefs, 

I  am, 

Dear  Sir,  & c. 

London,  Veritati  Amicus. 

Augufl  i,  1784. 


N.  B. 
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N.  B.  In  the  hand-bill  circulated  on  the  day 
of  election  you  fee  Dr.  Lettsom’s  name  at  the 
bottom  of  it,  as  though  he  ligned  only  the  lafl  para¬ 
graph.  But  the  paper  containing  charges  againft 
Dr.  Whitehead  of  the  moll  ferious  nature,  and 
Dr.  Lettsom’s  name  appearing  at  the  bottom  of  it» 
on  the  fame  fide  of  the  quellion,  without  any  ex¬ 
ceptions  to  what  was  faid  above,  implied  his  affent 
to  the  whole  charge,  and  gave  it  credibility  and 
effe£l  with  the  public,  the  fame  as  if  he  had  ligned 
every  paragraph.  Dr.  Whitehead  therefore 
ought,  and  I  fuppofe  naturally  will,  look  to  Dr. 
Lettsom  as  anfwerable  for  the  effe&s  thefe  falfe 
charges,  under  the  fanQion  of  the  Do6lor’s  name, 
produced  againll  his  interell :  and  in  my  own  opi¬ 
nion  I  confefs,  I  think  Dr.  Whitehead  has 
good  ground  for  recovering  large  damages. 


FINIS. 


